THE CATEKDRAL,                                73

have been unduly tinged by her imagination, yet we
may perhaps take her word for it that the two houses
she mentions were the oldest in the Chowringhi suburb
in 1848. Of Sir Elijah Impey's house something will be
said later on under the heading of the Bishop's Palace.

"The present St. Paul's School"* was a fine old building
standing where the Government Art School (soon to
disappear) now stands. The School was founded in 1847,
but in 1864 it was transferred to Darjeeling by Bishop
Cotton. The building was purchased by Government
and, after for a time sheltering the Bengal Secretariat, it
was dismantled.

ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL.

In the year 1819, plans for a magnificent Cathedral
and Episcopal residence were drawn up, at the com-
mand of the Marquess of Hastings, by Major W. M.
Forbes, the architect, who twenty years later designed
the present building. The heavy cost of the Burmese
War, however, necessitated retrenchment, and the idea
of a Cathedral more pretentious than the Old Church of
St. John, hung fire until at last the arrival of Chantrey's
colossal statue of Bishop Heber necessitated more suitable
accommodation than could be found for it at St. John's.
From an isolated village Chowringhi had become the
"Mayfair" of Calcutta, and a Church was now much
needed for the magnates of the Company who had
established their residences in this locality. The site
assigned by Lord Auckland's government is described
as " a waste space between Elliot's Tank and the
Fives Court, and is in part occupied by the cross road
from Chowringhi to the Prison." It was hoped that
when the expense of building the Cathedral had been
defrayed, money would be provided for removing the
unsightly Fives Court. Unfortunately the money for
that purpose has never come in, and the Fives (or rather
the Eacket Court) has been made still more unsightly!

*St. Paul'sSchooltooktheplaoeof "the Calcutta High School'* founded in
1830 with the Itevd. McQueen as first Head Master. For early history of the Cal
cutta European Educational Establishments, flee the Calcutta Review, Vol XTII.